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myself finished a drama on the same subject. It will be published shortly in English and | shall
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....... "But I think, in justice to myself, I should make it clear that it has a definite meaning
which can legitimately claim literary expression."

"There was a time when, in the human world, most of our important dealings with our
fellow-beings were personal dealings, and the professional element in society was never hugely
disproportionate to the normal constitution of its life. Therefore, naturally, in the tradition of
literature, which is the ideal expression of man’s life, interactions of human relationship have
so long occupied the most important position.

"To-day another factor has made itself immensely evident in shaping and guiding human
destiny. It is the spirit of organisation, which is not social in character, but utilitarian. ......
Naturally, in all organisations, variation of personality is eliminated, and the individual members,
in so far as they represent the combination to which they belong, give expression to a common
type and very little to their uniqueness of individuality.

"But the personal man is not dead— only dominated by the organised man. The world has
become the world of Jack and Giant-the Giant who is not a gigantic man— but a multitude of
men turned into a gigantic system.

"I am not competent to say how Europe herself feels about this phenomenon produced by
her science..."

"It is an organised passion of greed that is stalking abroad in the name of European
civilisation. I know that this does not represent the whole truth as to its character, and therefore
the pity of it is all the greater when mainly this aspect of it is forcibly presented to us, causing
the spread of dumb sadness over a vast portion of the world and the dread of a devastation of
its future into an utterly bankrupt life. Such an objectified passion lacks the true majesty of
human nature; it only assumes a terrifying bigness, its physiognomy blurred through its cover
of an intricate net-work, the scientific system. It barricades itself against all direct human touch
with barriers of race pride and prestige of power. The impersonal pressure which, from its
aloofness, it applies to our living soul is enormous, ever narrowing our prospect of growth,
smothering the power of initiative in our mind...”

"Therefore it should cause no surprise to anybody if a poet, belonging to a continent
swallowed by the menacing shadow of Europe, gives a prominent place among the dramatis
persone of his play to an apparition which now so powerfully occupies the imagination of a vast
world consisting of non-Western races. It is not an individual but a doom; and therefore it
should never be compared to such characters as Lady Macbeth by those who wish to find a
literary precedent. I am told that science has become a principal subject for some notable poets
in Europe. That is natural, for science has permeated Western life; ...... In a similar manner—
the hungry purpose, having science for its steed, running about unchecked, trampling our life’s
harvest, is not an intellectual generalisation unfit for imaginative literature. It is intensely real;
its hot breath is upon us; its touch is all over our shrinking soul. It is the principal hero to-
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day in the drama of human history; and I trust I have the right to invoke it in my own play,
net in the spirit of a politician. but of a poet, possibly a lyrical poet."

[Visva-Bharati Quarterly-October 1925-pp. 283-85]
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